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Abstract. Dr. Samiran Kumar Paul’s Samiranic (2025) offers a
profound re-articulation of cultural and national identity through a
narrative that privileges memory, locality, and ethical continuity over
political spectacle. This article examines how the novel construct’s
identity not as a fixed ideological category but as a lived, evolving
experience shaped by childhood, community, language, and
environment. Rooted in the rural landscape of Champaran, Samiranic
situates national identity within the intimate textures of everyday life,
thereby challenging homogenizing notions of the nation. Drawing upon
theories of cultural nationalism, postcolonial identity, and Indian
philosophical traditions, the article argues that the novel presents a
model of “ethical-national belonging” grounded in relationality,
memory, and ecological consciousness. Through its meditative
narrative technique, symbolic motifs, and emphasis on return,
Samiranic redefines the nation as an experiential and affective space,
where identity is formed through participation in shared cultural
practices and moral values. The study demonstrates that Paul’s narrative
transcends binaries of tradition and modernity, offering instead a vision
of identity that is simultaneously local and universal, rooted and
expansive.
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In the evolving landscape of Indian English fiction, the question of cultural
and national identity has often been approached through the lenses of
colonial history, political upheaval, or diasporic displacement. Writers
such as Salman Rushdie, Amitav Ghosh, and Shashi Tharoor have
foregrounded the fragmentation of identity in the wake of historical and
ideological transformations. Against this backdrop, Dr. Samiran Kumar
Paul’s Samiranic offers a markedly different perspective, one that locates
identity not in rupture but in continuity, memory, and lived experience.
The novel does not engage directly with grand narratives of nationhood;
rather, it constructs the nation through the intimate geographies of
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everyday life, suggesting that cultural and national identity are not abstract
constructs but embodied realities.

At the core of Samiranic lies the recognition that identity is
fundamentally relational and experiential. The protagonist’s sense of self
is shaped not by ideological declarations but by his interactions with
family, community, and environment. The rural landscape of Champaran
serves as more than a backdrop; it becomes a cultural matrix, within
which values, traditions, and modes of perception are transmitted. The
fields, the village paths, the wells, and the railway tracks are not merely
physical spaces; they are repositories of collective memory, embodying
the continuity of cultural practices across generations. In this sense, the
novel aligns with Benedict Anderson’s conception of the nation as an
“imagined community,” (43) yet it grounds this imagination in concrete,
lived realities rather than in abstract symbols.

The portrayal of childhood plays a crucial role in the formation
of cultural identity within the narrative. The protagonist’s early
experiences are imbued with a sense of belonging that is both emotional
and ethical. Family rituals, communal interactions, and the rhythms of
rural life collectively shape a worldview that is deeply rooted in Indian
cultural values. These experiences are not presented as static traditions;
they are dynamic processes through which identity is continuously
negotiated and reaffirmed. Childhood thus becomes a site of cultural
inscription, where the foundational elements of identity are internalized
and later revisited through memory.

Memory, in Samiranic functions as a central mechanism for the
articulation of identity. The narrative does not simply recount past events;
it reconstructs them through reflection, allowing the protagonist to
reinterpret his experiences in light of present understanding. This process
transforms memory into a bridge between individual and collective
identity, linking personal recollection with broader cultural narratives.
The act of remembering becomes an act of belonging, a means of
reconnecting with the cultural and national ethos that underlies the
protagonist’s sense of self.

The novel’s engagement with national identity is subtle yet
pervasive. Rather than invoking overt political discourse, Samiranic
constructs the nation through the ethical and cultural practices of everyday
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life. The values embodied by the characters—respect for elders,
commitment to education, reverence for nature, and a sense of
community—collectively contribute to a vision of the nation as a moral
and cultural entity. This approach resonates with Rabindranath Tagore’s
critique of aggressive nationalism and his emphasis on cultural unity
grounded in human values. In Samiranic, the nation is not defined by
territorial boundaries or political institutions; it is experienced as a shared
way of life, sustained through relationships and traditions.

The movement from village to city and back again further
complicates the novel’s exploration of identity. The protagonist’s journey
into urban spaces introduces him to new forms of knowledge, interaction,
and social organization. Yet this movement does not result in a loss of
cultural identity; rather, it creates a dialogue between tradition and
modernity, allowing the protagonist to negotiate his place within a
changing world. The city becomes a site of learning and transformation,
but it does not displace the foundational values acquired in the village.
Instead, these values are re-contextualized, enabling the protagonist to
engage with modernity without relinquishing his cultural roots.

This negotiation between tradition and modernity reflects a
broader tension within postcolonial societies, where the pressures of
globalization and modernization often challenge established cultural
practices. Samiranic addresses this tension not through conflict but
through integration, suggesting that identity can accommodate change
without losing coherence. The protagonist’s return to his native landscape
at later stages of life symbolizes this integration, representing not a retreat
into the past but a reconciliation of experience. The return is both physical
and symbolic, marking a moment in which the various strands of identity—
childhood memory, educational experience, professional life—are brought
into alignment.

The ecological dimension of the novel further enriches its
exploration of cultural and national identity. Nature in Samiranic is not
merely a setting; it is a participant in the construction of identity. The
protagonist’s sensitivity to natural elements—the wind, the soil, the
changing seasons—reflects a worldview in which human life is inseparable
from the environment. This ecological consciousness aligns with
traditional Indian philosophies that emphasize the interconnectedness of
all forms of existence. By incorporating nature into the fabric of identity,
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the novel expands the scope of cultural belonging to include non-human
elements, suggesting that national identity is also an ecological
relationship.

The narrative voice plays a significant role in articulating this
complex vision of identity. The first-person perspective allows for an
intimate portrayal of experience, yet the voice is characterized by restraint
and reflection rather than by assertive self-definition. The narrator does
not claim authority over the concept of identity; he explores it through
observation, recollection, and introspection, allowing meaning to emerge
gradually. This approach reinforces the idea that identity is not a fixed
entity but a process of continuous negotiation, shaped by memory and
interaction.

The use of symbolic motifs further contributes to the
representation of cultural and national identity. Recurring images such as
the wind, the well, and the tree function as metaphors for continuity and
rootedness, linking individual experience with broader cultural narratives.
The wind, in particular, symbolises movement and connection, suggesting
that identity is not static but dynamic, constantly shaped by interaction
and change. These symbols operate at multiple levels, providing both
aesthetic richness and conceptual depth.

In examining Samiranic within a comparative framework, it
becomes evident that the novel diverges from dominant postcolonial
narratives that emphasize fragmentation and hybridity. While such
narratives highlight the complexities of identity in a globalized world,
Paul’s text foregrounds the possibility of coherence and continuity,
suggesting that identity can be both rooted and adaptive. This perspective
does not deny the challenges of modernity; rather, it proposes a way of
engaging with them that preserves the integrity of cultural values.

The ethical dimension of identity in Samiranic is particularly
noteworthy. The novel presents identity as a moral orientation, shaped
by values such as humility, compassion, and respect. These values are
not imposed from outside; they emerge from the protagonist’s interactions
with others and with his environment. The emphasis on ethical identity
challenges reductive notions of nationalism that prioritize power or
exclusion, offering instead “a vision of the nation as a community of
shared values and responsibilities”. (71)
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Furthermore, the novel’s emphasis on relational identity aligns
with Ashis Nandy’s critique of colonial modernity, which highlights the
importance of recovering indigenous modes of selfhood. t  In Samiranic,
identity is not constructed through opposition to the other; it is formed
through participation in a cultural continuum, where past and present are
interconnected. This continuity allows for a sense of stability and
belonging, even in the face of change.

Conclusion

Samiranic offers a nuanced and deeply reflective exploration of cultural
and national identity. Through its emphasis on memory, relationality, and
ecological consciousness, the novel constructs identity as a dynamic and
integrative process. It challenges dominant paradigms that equate identity
with conflict or fragmentation, proposing instead a model grounded in
continuity, ethical values, and lived experience. By situating the nation
within the intimate spaces of everyday life, Paul redefines the concept of
national identity, presenting it as an affective and experiential reality rather
than a purely political construct. The novel thus stands as a significant
contribution to contemporary Indian literature, offering insights into the
ways in which identity can be understood, negotiated, and sustained in a
changing world.
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